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and the multiplied charities. Dr. Thomas 
S. McWilliams, in Religious Education for 
August, finds attractions in the ministry 
for college men — for the college man who 
refuses to sell his life for money, but 
who has heard the Master's claim that he 
who would be greatest must serve most. If 
he sees this in a profession rather than in a 
business life he learns that the legal pro- 
fession is overcrowded, and that there are 
120,000 doctors in the medical profession 
of this country already. 

The appeal to the ministry is in terms 
of hundreds of vacant churches at home 
and the need of ministration to unhappy 
millions abroad. The church will give 
him a respectable maintenance, and if he 



is a gifted preacher an appreciative people 
may give him a good salary. Religion is 
the deepest fact in human nature. He is 
the leader of the group in worship, religious 
inspiration, and service. He is privileged 
to lead men to Christ's understanding of 
God and as a social engineer to apply the 
gospel of Jesus to the urgent problems in 
our midst. He can be a knight-errant in 
the promotion of justice and brotherhood, 
the helper in crushing crises, the healer of 
wounds. As a preacher of the religion of 
Jesus with intelligence and passion, the 
minister makes one of the greatest contribu- 
tions to the cause of civilization. In the 
consecrated performance of this task he eats 
meat that the worldling knows not. 
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The Church of Today 

In the Anglican Theological Review for 
October, Vida D. Scudder suggests active 
attitudes for the church in these days of 
revolution and reconstruction. The church 
must quicken its step to "keep abreast 
of truth." The church has tried to live 
up to the ideal of large service in healing, 
feeding, and reforming. She inspires her 
children by the thousands to dedicate 
themselves to social service. She was 
convinced that it was wrong to be impatient 
and that sudden change was dangerous. 
But history is apparently in a hurry, and 
the church must safeguard change by direct- 
ing it. She is called to reveal to men 
eternal life in the midst of time to cope 
with necessary earthly change and re- 
adjustment, never so needed as now. 
The Christian religion, to maintain the 
driving and solving power of God in human 
life, requires an ever new application. It 
is the church's privilege to capture each 
new opportunity of history. She restricted 
the passions of the fighting baron of feudal- 
ism while producing the specialized medieval 
saint; she made the best of the bad bargain 



of capitalistic control by entreating gen- 
erosity and efficiency with honor, not using 
the liberty of laissez faire as a cloak for 
oppression. We now face the new order 
of industrial democracy. It is urgent that 
in the face of this emergent life both great 
struggling groups have the Christian gospel's 
message of justice, self-giving, and love. 
She must inspire the privileged classes, 
from whom control is slipping, with the 
high joy of Christian sacrifice, for the law 
of the cross claims men in economic life. 
Let this hour of seeming defeat be to them 
the hour of real emancipation. 

To the working groups let her bear that 
suggestion of the new league for industrial 
democracy: "The church is to preach the 
will of Jesus Christ, not only to the passing 
era of selfish competition and industrial 
mastership, but also to the emerging demo- 
cratic order. We recognize that the mere 
transfer of social control from a self-seeking 
few to a self-seeking many would in itself 
be of no benefit to the world and no honor 
to God." Those to whom the balance of 
power is passing are far from ready for it. 
On the way to the commonwealth of God 
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great moral dangers loom before us. The 
church should be more at home than Lenin 
in developing standards of self-control and 
integrity. "Not a Marxian, not an I.W.W., 
but feels himself fighting for the freedom of 
all humanity; and while he may not be one 
whit more unselfish than his capitalistic 
brother, his basic assumption should make 
it easy for the church to strengthen him 
in the severe disciplines necessary for men 
who are to lead the world toward brother- 
hood." The church can increase her 
notoriously slight influence among the 
working classes if she wishes. From proved 
friends they will take anything, but not 
from neutrals, still less from censors and 
enemies. She must prove her friendship 
in terms of democratic behavior, and un- 
afraid, face a frightened world with the 
faith and steadfastness of the Master. 

A Layman's Diagnosis of Certain 
Church Aches 

Mr. James B. Scott, in the Methodist 
Review for September-October, remarks 
that there is a generous proportion of meek 
and mild men in the church, but a great 
lack of red-blooded venturesome men. As 
the "scourge of God" infused red blood into 
the effete fifth-century church, indirectly, 
his successor may accomplish the same 
for the church of the twentieth century. 
The John and Peter types have prevailed 
in the Methodist church, the latter, impul- 
sive and impressionable and lacking depth 
and stability; the former, loving and moved 
by feeling of a deeper and lasting kind. 
It needs more Pauls, men of action. Peter 
and John were men of action but not the 
carefully planned, sustained, practical, tri- 
umphant action of Paul. We need more 
men like Thomas, the "show me" men 
who want to understand thoroughly the 
why of it all. We need these red bloods, 
recruited from the forefront of labor, 
industrial enterprise, strugglers for great 



causes, the men who were "over there" 
and that battalion of caring souls who 
probe the depths of life, and who fearlessly 
and tactfully apply their convictions. 
God used the Y.M.C.A. mightily because 
those men of the Paul temperament realized 
more than a half-century ago the necessity 
of ministering to the whole man — giving 
earnest direction to all his legitimate 
interests, and when the crisis came their 
organization was ready. The whole gospel 
filled that legion of huts to overflowing. 
The church must find the method of the 
whole gospel and save the whole man and 
the whole social order. New national 
groupings in the "nascent state" afford 
vast opportunities for the church. 

Ideals are mightier than high explosives. 
The dreams of Frederick prussianized Ger- 
many — and almost the rest of the world. 
But vaster dreams of world-democracy 
moved red-blooded men to the supreme 
sacrifices that wiped out the threat of baser 
motives. Sacrifice, service, and love were 
deemed Utopian when Josiah Strong stated 
his three laws of the kingdom, but in the 
welter of war these three were the most 
practical works we had. These principles 
must become practical in our politics, 
business, our whole social order or we cannot 
be intrusted with the power of modern 
inventions and forms of organization. 
Our driving task is such great kingdom 
business. We are too much engaged in an 
individual rescue work which we might 
make largely unnecessary. The salvation 
of the individual, the keynote of the 
Protestant Reformation, is taught as 
almost the sole function of the church. 
We must save man's environment under 
the leadership of Jesus that it may speak 
the Master's message to the little child 
from every nook and corner of life, "that 
every child in the world may have a Chris- 
tian home, a Christian education, and a 
chance to develop the best that is in him. " 



